
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

    1  When calculating free play 

time, remember that indoor 

and outdoor time are com-

bined. 

4  

The written schedule 

must be posted in the 

classroom. 

5  If your classroom uses 

a shared sink (toileting/

handwashing), remember 

to sanitize the sink       

between uses. 

6  When reading 

independently to 

children, the whole 

book must be 

read. 

7  Dome climbers are not al-

lowed in ERS according to 

the Consumer Product Safety 

Commission.  This includes 

new models that are rated for 

preschool age children. 

8  

Plan daily gross 

motor activities. 

11  Ask children how well an 

activity went and why.  Allow 

time for children to respond. 

12  Block shelves must be 

labeled with graphic    repre-

sentations 

13  Find moments each 

day to read informally 

to children. 

14  Consistently use a warm-

calm voice and model respectful 

language, such as  “Please, thank 

you, you are welcome.” 

15  Clearly define interest cen-

ters.  See specific requirements 

on p. 26 of the ECERS All About 

Book. 

18  During free choice time, 

interact with groups of chil-

dren by playing alongside 

them and follow the stu-

dents interests. 

19  Many music materials ac-

cessible for children to use 

means, half the number of chil-

dren present to use.  There must 

be some music for children to 

listen to. 

20  

Include dramatic 

play in your  

outdoor time. 

21  Blocks are defined as 

unit blocks, large hollow 

blocks and homemade 

blocks.  Interlocking blocks 

are considered fine motor. 

22  Check that children are not 

touching the garbage can lid 

when throwing away paper 

towels.  Foot pedal garbage 

cans are acceptable. 

25  When reading stories, 

ask open-ended questions 

that encourage responses, 

such as “Tell me about…” 

or “What do you think will 

happen next?” 

26  At mealtimes, use self-

talk to expand children’s vo-

cabulary.  “I’m going to give 

everyone 5 fish crackers to-

day. I am opening the bag.  

Now I am placing five crack-

ers on this napkin, then five 

on the next napkin…”   

27  Many and varied art ma-

terials means that 3-5 materi-

als in 4 of the categories is 

needed.  The categories are 

drawing materials, paint ma-

terials, three-dimensional 

materials, collage materials 

and tools. 

28   Ample and varied toys, 

games, and equipment 

provided for free play also 

counts indoor and out-

door.  For indoors, ample 

means 3-5 toys, games or 

pieces of equipment in 

each area. 

29  Use a variety of music with 

children.  This may include 

classical, popular, children’s 

songs, jazz, rock, reggae, 

rhythm and blues, music char-

acteristic of different cultures, 

songs in different languages, 

lullabies, rap, folk songs and 

country/western. 

January 2016 



Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

1  In greeting/departing, to 

get credit for 3.1, children 

must be greeted at least 

75% of the time.  When 

new staff enter the room, 

they need to greet children. 

2  In math/number you 

need materials for 

counting, measuring, com-

paring quantities, recog-

nizing shapes, and becom-

ing familiar with written 

3  Trampolines, swinging gates, gi-

ant strides, climbing ropes not se-

cured at both ends, animal figure 

swings, multiple occupancy swings, 

rope swings, singing dual exercise 

rings and trapeze bars are not    

acceptable on any playground. 

4  Fences surrounding a 

playground must com-

pletely enclose the play 

space and measure at 

least 48” in height. 

5  For table washing, if wet 

cloths are used, a separate cloth 

is required for each table/tray, 

and cloths cannot be returned to 

soak in a bleach-water solution. 

8  A discrete barrier, such as a 

structural bollard, trees, or 

posts should be placed along 

any side of the playground 

which is within 30 feet of 

streets or parking lots, to pre-

vent a vehicle from accidentally 

entering the space. 

9  If children rotate through 

snack, each place must be 

cleaned and sanitized between 

use by different children.  Sani-

tizing solutions should not be 

sprayed while children are seat-

ed at the table 

10  In promoting acceptance of 

diversity; pictures of the children 

and families do not count toward 

the many books, pictures and 

materials accessible showing 

people of different races, cul-

tures, ages, abilities and gender 

in non-stereotyping roles. 

11   Use discussions 

and activities that 

encourage analysis 

and reasoning. 

12  Think about ways to 

consistently link concepts 

and activities to one an-

other and to prior learn-

ing 

15 Wrote learning is NOT con-

cept development.  Focus on 

intentional use of strategies to 

create higher level thinking. 

16  Be sure to frequently offer 

encouragement of children’s 

efforts that increases their 

involvement and persistence. 

17  It is important to scaffold for 

children who are having a hard time 

understanding a concept, answering 

a question, or completing an activity. 

18 Use repetition and  

extension in the classroom 

by repeating or extending  

student’s responses. 

19   Ask many open-ended 

questions.  An open-ended 

question involves more than 

a one-word response. 

22 Do you have 3  

dimensional art projects on 

display in your room? 

23  Be sure all exposed 

electrical outlets have 

covers on them. 

24 Tacos, pizza and  

spaghetti are considered 

multicultural food in the dra-

matic play area. 

25  Language modeling includes 

teachers consistently mapping their 

own actions and the actions of the 

children through language and de-

scription. 

26  In response to children’s 

comments or actions, ask “why” 

questions that prompt children to 

explain their thinking. 

29  Productivity includes 

the teacher being fully 

prepared for activities and 

lessons. 
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